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The Housing Consortium Turns 10!
Housing Consortium
of the East Bay
(HCEB) creates inclusive communities
through affordable
housing for people
with developmental
disabilities.
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Please join the Housing Consortium Board of
Directors and Staff in celebrating our 10th
Anniversary on May 14, 2008.
We have
much to celebrate and many to remember as
we gather at Niles Hall in historic, picturesque
Preservation Park in Oakland. Invitations will
follow.
In1995, some very dedicated volunteers, representing Supported Living and Independent
Living providers, Regional Center of the East
Bay and Area Board 5 staff, family members of
persons with developmental disabilities, and a
housing consultant started meeting to discuss
how to address the shortage of affordable
housing for persons with developmental disabilities.
In the early years board members and associates worked on a voluntary basis with a housing consultant to secure set-aside units and
300 Section 8 vouchers in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties. They also did major outreach/education work and advocated for two
HUD 811 projects, one in Berkeley and one
in Livermore. All told, 15 new apartments for
20 adults were created.
More recently, HCEB developed Lincoln Oaks
Apartments, a new, affordable, accessible
apartment building in Fremont, that now provides housing for 14 persons with developmental disabilities.

Top 10 Events in HCEB’s
History

First Board of Directors is formed in
1997
2. Incorporated in 1998 and initially run
by Board volunteers
3. Board hires first Executive Director in
2001
4. 300 additional Section 8 vouchers secured for persons with developmental
disabilities
5. Over 60 apartments secured as setasides for persons with developmental
disabilities
6. Secured 12 fifty-five year set-asides in
Berkeley through a grant from CA Department of Developmental Services
7. Established and implemented the
Housing Connection (see page 4)
8. 10 new, affordable, accessible homes
are developed in Fremont with our
partner, Satellite Housing
9. 15 homes acquired for approx. 60 persons leaving Agnews Developmental
Center (see page 3)

10. HCEB throws an Anniversary Party
on May 14, 2008, and you’re invited!

In addition, we have successfully partnered
with RCEB and Hallmark Community Services
to acquire 15 homes for approximately 60
persons who are in the process of leaving
Agnews Developmental Center (see BAHP
Update, page 3).
HCEB’s work continues
with the help of its partners and supporters
to create inclusive communities through affordable housing for persons with developmental disabilities in Alameda and Contra
Costa Counties.

HCEB Launches New Website

Be sure to check out the changes at
www.hceb.org. The new website is packed
with interesting articles and information. We
hope you will join us there as we continue to
make our website more useful for everyone.
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Letter From the President of the Board

Dear Friends,
I hope you’ll join us on May 14th as we celebrate HCEB’s 10th
President
Anniversary. Ten years have flown by, and in that time HCEB has
gone from its infancy as a volunteer run consortium into a fully
Eva Liebermann
developed housing organization truly creating inclusive communities for people with developmental disabilities. And there’s so
Vice-President
much more to come!

Kristy Feck

Donna Kelley
Treasurer
Bill Bonville
Secretary

Denis Craig
Alternate for Area
Board 5

Last year we focused on getting the residents of our Lincoln
Oaks Apartment development settled into their homes and creating a stock of private housing that could be adapted to the
needs of individuals with developmental disabilities moving into
the community after living at Agnew’s Developmental Center.
With 15 homes currently under renovation, we are pleased to be
leading the way in creating community housing that is accessible
to even those with the most significant disabilities.
In the next year, we will continue to break new ground (both

Dan McLoughlin physically and metaphorically!) as we develop new housing opTahn Nguyen portunities for people with developmental disabilities. I hope you
Cliff Silva
Uta Swiatecki

Meet Kim

can take a moment to make a year-end contribution to HCEB.
Your contributions to our efforts provide, if not the bricks and
mortar, the foundation and framing for HCEB. Thank you for
joining us in expanding the work we do and we’ll look forward to
seeing you at our Anniversary Party in the spring!

My friends really like my “new digs”...

Kim has lived her whole life across the bay in San Francisco, and as you can see
from the picture, she remains a Giants fan. At Lincoln Oaks, Kim has found a new
sense of independence, living in a community where everyone is kind and caring.
Monthly resident meetings with the property manager are new for her, and she enjoys interacting with other residents in the computer and community rooms.
Kim likes to draw, and is interested in art classes. Lincoln Oaks has other artists
in residence, so she won’t be alone as she follows her muse. Kim also enjoys cooking, and her kitchen allows her many opportunities to expand on her culinary skills.

Happiness is… a new apartment!

Welcome to Dominique who has just moved into a brand new unit at The Courtyards in Emeryville. HCEB thanks The Courtyards and Alliance Residential Company for reducing the rent on this apartment to make it affordable for lower income
persons with developmental disabilities. Judging from her smile, we think Dominique
will be very happy with her new apartment.

Thanks to our
Supporters
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Gerald Westheimer
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Meet Sarah

Sarah makes the most of having her own apartment. She plays music she likes, explores her
neighborhood, and has great support staff.

Sarah has lived in her Berkeley apartment since 2004. Her apartment is one of 12
affordable homes set-aside for persons with developmental disabilities thanks to a
CA Department of Developmental Services grant awarded to HCEB. Sarah loves
her blue curtains (her favorite color), and she enjoys visiting the park, taking the
bus on shopping trips, and receiving guests.
Sarah’s support person from Toolworks helps her prepare dinner, her favorite is
rice and chicken. Sarah’s building has a beautiful patio with planted trees, and there is a rooftop garden with a great
view of San Francisco Bay and the Oakland Hills.
Besides the color blue, Sarah enjoys music: she plays the keyboard, and listens to her eclectic CD collection and favorite radio stations. Sarah is active in advocacy for persons with developmental disabilities, and she is preparing for a trip
to Sacramento soon.

The Bay Area Housing Plan Update
HCEB has begun taking possession of our first homes developed in conjunction with the Regional Center of the
East Bay and Hallmark Community Services for persons
leaving Agnews Developmental Center. These totally remodeled homes are designed to meet the specific needs of
the future consumer tenants to ensure their safe, secure,
and successful transition to the community.

spending a great
deal of time getting to know the
future
tenants
before they make
the move to their
new homes.

The first consumers will be moving in before the holidays
and many preparations are taking place. Our service provider partners: Alegria Community Living, Maria Ingco, CA
Mentor, and Vast Horizons are busy purchasing furniture
and other household supplies, while Hallmark is completing the final touches on these beautiful homes located
throughout the East Bay. The service providers are also

California State
Assembly
Bill
2100 requires that these homes be maintained for individuals with developmental disabilities forever, thus
increasing the stock of affordable, accessible housing in
the community well into the future.

Northern California Legacy Homes (NCLH)
The majority of adults with
developmental disabilities still
live in their family home.
NCLH was created to help
families plan for the future.
HCEB’s NCLH program addresses the growing affordable
housing crisis facing people with disabilities, particularly
those living with aging parents by creating a permanent
stock of affordable, sustainable housing for people with
disabilities.
NCLH allows a person with a disability living with parents
to stay in the family home after a parent or other aging
caregiver passes away or is no longer able to provide care,

and it protects their eligibility for Medi-Cal and SSI. By
separating the housing from support services provision,
the NCLH creates greater self-determination, allowing
consumers to change service providers without endangering their housing.
NCLH is only one possible housing solution for persons
with developmental disabilities. HCEB is currently hosting
Housing Workshops to highlight and explain many other
available options. Please watch for future Housing Connection updates and check our website frequently,
www.hceb.org, for future workshop dates and locations.
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HOUSING
CONSORTIUM OF
THE EAST BAY

(left to right)

Meagan Ruyle
Bookkeeper
Connie Casto

1736 Franklin Street
6th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Project Manager
Jessie Radford

Ph: 510-832-1315
Fx: 510-832-1743
Email: info@hceb.org
www.hceb.org

Program Coordinator
Darin Lounds
Executive Director
Clay Harada

The Housing Connection

Program Assistant

HCEB operates the Housing Connection, a free email subscription service for housing issues for people
with developmental disabilities. Subscribers receive emails with current information about affordable rental
and homeownership opportunities, Section 8 waiting list openings, roommate matching, vacancies in below
market rate rental housing and other relevant housing information. HCEB networks with landlords, housing authorities, non-profit housing agencies and others to connect people with developmental disabilities to
housing opportunities. The Housing Connection has hundreds of subscribers including Regional Center of
the East Bay case managers, non-profit service staff, special education teachers, and people with developmental disabilities and their family members.
If you are interested in subscribing, please send an email to info@hceb.org.
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