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New Affordable Housing for Adults with Developmental
Disabilities to Begin Construction in January!
In January, Satellite Affordable Housing
Associates (SAHA) and HCEB will break
ground on Third Avenue Apartments, a
48-unit affordable housing community
in the City of Walnut Creek. 15 of the
units will be set aside for low-income
individuals
with
developmental
disabilities, with the remaining units
designed for families or individuals
with other special needs.
Third Avenue Apartments is centrally
located in Walnut Creek, in close
proximity to highways 680 and 24,
Contra Costa County Connect bus lines,
BART, Larkey Park and Lindsey Wildlife
Museum. The property was beautifully
designed by San Francisco-based
architecture firm Van Meter Williams
Pollack (who also designed HCEB /
SAHA’s Jack Capon Villa in Alameda)
and will feature outdoor open space
and play areas, environmentallyfriendly building materials, and
numerous community spaces for
residents to relax together and engage
with services.
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HCEB has worked closely with SAHA on
Third Avenue since its inception,
securing funding that would enable
units to be set aside for those with
developmental disabilities and leading
the community engagement processes
with advocacy groups.
During
operations, we will work with SAHA,
service providers and residents to
ensure successful housing for the
entire Third Avenue community.

Alyssa Aquino
Program Support Intern

To stay up to date on the construction
progress, visit our facebook page!
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Interested in Living at
Third Avenue Apartments?
If you are interested in receiving
more information about the
rental application process for
Third Avenue Apartments, email
thirdavenue@hceb.org
with
your name, phone number, and
mailing address.
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Letter from Our Board President

Dear FriendsWe have so much news to share! It’s been a whirlwind year- with new projects and
new activities, new partnerships and new faces. It was a year where we reallocated
staff and resources to increase capacity. The dedication of my fellow board members,
the energy of our hard working staff, and the commitment of our community partners
has propelled us along.
It was great to see everyone at our fundraising event hosted by Creative Growth and
presented by the Oakland Mayor’s Council on Persons with Disabilities. “A One Night
Stand, featuring The Comedians with Disabilities Act” brought together everyone in
the HCEB community for a chance to laugh in the midst of a BART strike and a
government shutdown. It was also a reminder that HCEB has proven time and time
again, no matter the circumstances, the show goes on!
As I write this, 15 individuals who have been living on the streets have just moved into
transitional housing and are working towards finding permanent places to call home.
The Henry Robinson building in downtown Oakland is HCEB’s latest partnership with
service provider BACS, and is part of a new collaboration with the city of Oakland to
reduce homelessness. The former SRO hotel is being turned into transitional housing
with supportive services and will provide an exit from homelessness for over 125
individuals.
At the same time, finishing touches are going on at Jack Capon Villa- the new
construction of 18 units of affordable, accessible housing for people with
developmental disabilities in the City of Alameda. Construction will be complete in
December, starting the New Year right for the lucky individuals who will be making
Jack Capon Villa their home.
HCEB received almost 350 applications from individuals with developmental
disabilities for the 18 units at Jack Capon. This underscores the desperate need for
affordable, accessible housing in the Bay Area. The options for people with disabilities
and others with special needs are few and far between. That’s why it’s imperative that
HCEB continues our efforts and why we need your support.
HCEB has a diverse portfolio of single family, multi family and transitional housing for
people with special needs. We have 116 units and 26 properties and numerous
housing support programs in cities throughout Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.
The SF Foundation, Wells Fargo and Silicon Valley Bank all recognize the key role HCEB
is playing in ending homelessness and creating community based housing options for
people with disabilities and awarded us grants this year. But it is our individual
donors who always tip the balance and keep our doors open.
We hope you’ll help us continue to open doors for people with disabilities by making a
tax deductible contribution. When it comes to housing for those who need it most,

HCEB is ready, so…
Lights, camera, action… donate!

Comedy with a Cause:
HCEB Fundraiser Was a Laughing Success
What began as one individual’s simple idea to have a comedy night to bring
awareness to National Disability Employment Awareness Month became an
amazing multi-organization collaboration by those dedicated to helping individuals
with disabilities lead independent lives. “A One Night Stand: featuring the
Comedians with Disabilities Act” - a partnership between HCEB, Creative Growth
Art Center and the Oakland Mayor’s Commission on Persons with Disabilities featured a comedy troupe made up entirely of performers with disabilities who
like to bring their “special” brand of humor to audiences throughout the Bay Area.
The event, which filled Creative Growth’s gallery and studio space with over 150
guests, raised money for HCEB and Creative Growth programs and gave us all a
chance to connect with new and familiar faces. Thank you to everyone who made
it out for the evening, and thank you to everyone who donated to the event! And
special thanks to Creative Growth for being a great partner on this event. We look
forward to seeing you again next year!
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Jack Capon Villa - Move-Ins Will Begin in January
HCEB and Satellite Affordable Housing
Associates (SAHA) have come a long
way on Jack Capon Villa (JCV) in
Alameda, which will provide 18 units of
affordable housing to low-income
individuals
with
developmental
disabilities. What was once an asphalt
parking lot is now in the final stages of
construction, with new residents
anticipated in January.
The need and desire for housing such
as JCV is great. When the deadline for
initial rental applications passed on
Sept. 6th, we had received almost 350
applications from individuals with a
developmental disability. While it is
exciting to know that housing such as
JCV is appealing, as one parent testified
in front of the planning commission,
“the only problem with the project is
that there aren’t more of them.”
Your voice is crucial to making more affordable housing developments like JCV
a reality. Demand more independent, affordable housing for people with
developmental disabilities Make sure housing is a priority when service
planning with your Regional Center case manager, and watch for action
requests regarding the California Homes & Jobs Act 2014 and for SB 812 (see
page 7 for more info).

Jack J. Capon
Jack Capon came to Alameda in 1968 when he
was appointed the Coordinator of Physical
Education for the Alameda Unified School
District. He was already recognized nationally
and internationally for his practical application
of Movement Education in the classroom, and
the founders of the companies Gymboree and
Australia’s Gymbaroo acknowledge his methods
were brought into their programs. Today, every
pre-school and elementary school child in
Alameda continues to benefit from his
Perceptual-Motor Development Program.
Jack made his mark in life with his work in physical disabilities, but his legacy
rests with Alameda Special Olympics, the program he founded in 1971. His
love for children, his compassion for those challenged by physical and
mental obstacles and his experience in physical development all cumulated
in this program. Jack’s vision was simple - to provide an opportunity to excel
for the physically and mentally challenged.

California Legacy Homes - Planning for the Future of
Your Child
Affordable housing is critical for individuals with
developmental disabilities and limited incomes.
Many adults live in family homes for as long as
possible, and then (upon death or disability of a
surviving parent) are forced to move, often to
family members not fully prepared for this new
responsibility. This move interferes with
established relationships, community integration,
access to supports and other valued outcomes.
Non-profit housing coalitions and Regional Center partners throughout California
have collaborated on various projects including the California Legacy Homes (CLH)
program. CLH provides a vital option for interested families by encouraging the
gifting of real property to non-profit housing coalitions - all within the framework
of maximum choice, independence, and meeting the needs and aspirations of the
adult with developmental disabilities. This group’s strong collaborative effort has
led to a solid foundation from which to build this proposed program. The primary
goals of CLH are to assist individuals & families to identify their future housing
needs and plan for successful transition. Housing workshops and training follow a
standard curriculum, modified to address the specific housing markets throughout
the state.
While CLH’s broad goal is to provide housing workshops and support to adults with
developmental disabilities, we recognize that some families are interested in
leaving a legacy, beyond the life of a disabled loved one, so that accessible, highquality affordable housing is created and maintained in perpetuity for adults with
developmental disabilities. Beyond the immediate, present-day impact, CLH has
the potential to reach into the future
and serve those children born today
with
developmental
disabilities.
When that child reaches adulthood,
there will be more available
affordable homes in the inventory of
the CLH collaborating agencies
organizations because of our efforts
today—this will be our collective
legacy.
HCEB is proud to be a part of CLH, and
we are encouraged by the real
property donations and discussions
with new families. We currently own
three trust-funded properties that are
deed-restricted
to
low-income
individuals
with
developmental
disabilities, housing a total of 8
individuals. If you are interested in
learning more about CLH or about
planning for your child’s future
housing needs through a trust, please
contact Executive Director Darin
Lounds at 510-828-6295.

Some of HCEB’s Legacy Homes
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Did You Know?
As many as 16,000 people
experience homelessness during
the course of a year in Alameda
County. Thousands more with
serious and persistent mental
health and/or HIV/AIDS are living
in precarious or inappropriate
situations.

EveryOne Home is Alameda
County’s road map for ending
homelessness. By emphasizing a
coordinated, efficient regional
response to a regional problem,
it will make the best use of the
county’s resources while building
capacity to attract funding from
federal, state and philanthropic
sources. For more information,
go to:
http://www.everyonehome.org

Oakland Project Connect & North County Senior
Continue to Prove Success
HCEB is thrilled to continue working
with Bay Area Community Services
(BACS)
and
Alameda
County
Behavioral Health Care Services on
two programs in Oakland. Oakland
Project Connect (OPC) and North
County Senior Independent Living
(North County) programs connect
previously homeless adults with
serious mental illness to quality,
affordable
permanent
housing.
Initiated in 2011 and 2012
respectively, these programs - and the
partnership between HCEB and BACS continue to be highly successful.
With a caseload of 70 client partners
at any given time, Housing Specialist
Jacee Santos works with each client to
understand housing needs and desires;
search and apply for housing; provide
support at interviews; advocate on
their behalf; and help at move-ins.
This work isn’t easy. There is a
shortage of housing that is affordable
to individuals whose income is
typically no more than $850 per
month and who sometimes have poor

Walking Through the Storm - Ouida Finds
Stability After Years of Uncertainty
Meet Ouida Whitehead; Ouida lived in a shelter for three long years
before becoming a Oakland Project Connect client in December 2012.
She immediately made it her goal to find permanent housing. “I prayed
this would all pay off in the end,” she said. For months, Ouida came in
every week to fill out applications for available permanent housing. “I
just wanted to hurry up and become stable, so I could feel like I AM
someone.” And her hard work paid off.
In August 2013, she moved into a one-bedroom apartment at Helios
Corner, a senior housing community in Berkeley owned by Satellite
Affordable Housing Associates. She is a living testimony of what it’s like
to “walk through the storm.” Housing has changed her life drastically.
“Life has given me a chance to start fresh and come new. I am finally
stable and in a safe place of comfort. My life has transformed into this
new person that I am in love with.“
Congratulations, Ouida! We are so proud of your hard work and
dedication. You are an inspiration to all of us!

credit or backgrounds that many
landlords will not accept.
Saving
enough money for security deposits
and basic home goods such as
toiletries and dishes is difficult. And
many clients have past life experiences
that require consideration in where
they are housed.
Despite these challenges, Jacee has
successfully housed over 86% of her
partners permanently. She has built a
network of over 40 for profit and nonprofit landlords throughout Alameda
County who are willing to rent shortterm or permanent housing to her
partners. "Jacee has been an integral
team member in helping to secure and
house homeless participants in BACS
Homeless outreach program. She has a
skill and a style that has been
successful and greatly appreciated ,"
says Benjamin Blake, Director of
Program Operations for BACS.
We look forward to continuing to
make a difference in the community
and in the lives of those we serve.

The Henry Robinson Multi-Service Center - A New
Model for Ending Homelessness
On October 30th, Bay Area Community Services (BACS) and HCEB opened the
doors to the first new residents of the Henry Robinson Multi-Service Center,
located in the historic Torraine Hotel in downtown Oakland. This 72-unit
residential hotel will serve up to 125 of Oakland’s homeless single-adults in a
progressive, multi-faceted approach to ending homelessness through wrap-around
services and a transitional place to stay while working towards permanent housing
stability.
Funded through the City of Oakland, the US Department of Housing & Urban
Development and Alameda County, BACS is the primary contract awardee for this
important program. However, HCEB will be providing property management
services for the building and housing support services for the clients. This
partnership has enabled HCEB to expand its third-party property management
services greatly, and continue working with nonprofit and for-profit landlords in
the community to permanently house individuals with special needs.
Stay tuned for more on this exciting partnership, with the City and BACS!

HCEB Brings Its Experience In Creating Housing
Opportunities to Others
This year marks an exciting evolution
in HCEB’s work, which began in
advocacy, then grew to developing
and managing housing and providing
individuals with housing support
services. Recently, our expertise in
special needs housing has enabled us
to provide other organizations with
new tools and resources to create
housing, while increasing our role in
such services as construction
management, architectural design and
advocacy.
In Contra Costa County, HCEB is
working as a construction manager for
ANKA Behavioral Health, Inc. to create
shared housing for homeless
individuals with serious mental illness.
In the Tri-Valley area of Pleasanton,
Livermore and Dublin, HCEB is working
with Sunflower Hill, a group of parents
and supporters whose mission is to
develop a community for individuals
with developmental disabilities that
provides life-long residency options
and quality programs. As a
development
and architectural
consultant, we are providing technical

assistance that informs what their
vision could look like and how it might
be funded.
And recently, HCEB was also awarded
a grant by the State Council on
Developmental Disabilities Area Board
5 to provide outreach and
implementation on Senate Bill 812 (SB
812—Ashburn). SB 812 requires that
local jurisdictions’ Housing Elements
include an analysis of the special
housing needs of the disabled,
including persons with developmental
disabilities. Including this information
in local Housing Elements will provide
better data for jurisdictions to use in
determining their success in meeting
the needs of the residents of their
community.
HCEB is excited to
continue this advocacy work in
Alameda and Contra Costa Counties, a
collaboration that was initiated in
2008 between HCEB, Area Board 5,
and the Regional Center of the East
Bay. Please contact HCEB if you would
like to participate in these important
advocacy efforts.

Third-Party Property
Management Services
Did you know that HCEB offers
third-party property
management services? We work
with landlords and service
providers to maintain quality
affordable housing to individuals
with special needs. Contact
Executive Director Darin Lounds

Stay Connected!
‘Like’ us on Facebook
AND
Sign up to receive housing
opportunities on our email
listserv “Housing
Connection”. Email
info@hceb.org with the
subject line “Subscribe to
Housing Connection”

1440 Broadway, Suite 700
Oakland, CA 94612
510-832-1315 (p)
510-832-1743 (f)
info@hceb.org
www.hceb.org

www.hceb.org/ support/
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